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bergh, partially rescued by French aviators who had come
from the military side of the airfield, had thrown it to ap-
pease the enthusiastic mob. The ruse had worked. Attention
immediately settled on Wheeler who, like Lindbergh, was
tallish and blond.
In the meantime Lindbergh was escorted as covertly as
possible to a shed on the military side of the field and there
under the friendly surveillance of the French aviation corps
was permitted to recover his breath and was invited to lie
down and rest.
The ranking officer among French aviators at Le Bourget
was Commandant Weiss who directed Lindbergh's rescue.
With him were Lieutenant Detroyat and others. From vari-
ous sources it was later possible to reconstruct the story of
how Lindbergh came to go to the American embassy in Paris
instead of to the secret rendezvous in the confines of a Paris
hotel to evade reporters except those of a single New York
newspaper.
Once rescued from the crowd and its attention diverted
successfully to Harry Wheeler, Lindbergh was concerned
about his plane and was assured that it had been wheeled to
a hangar on the civilian side of the field without much dam-
age.
Commandant Weiss then sent word to Ambassador Her-
rick that Lindbergh was safe with him, and the ambassador,
having given up his efforts to convince Wheeler that he was
Lindbergh, accompanied Weiss's messenger across the airfield.
This was his first meeting with the young aviator.
The ambassador invited Lindbergh to ride to Paris with
him in his automobile which was at that moment entangled
in one of the worst traffic jams Le Bourget or the Le Bourget-
Paris road had ever seen. Lindbergh accepted the ambassador's
offer and the ambassador recrossed the aviation field to make